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The Epiphany of the Lord
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Life

Joseph was a descendant of King Da-
vid and was betrothed to Mary. Mary's
unimaginable pregnancy troubled him,
but after receiving the explanation in a
dream that the Virgin Mary became preg-
nant through the power of the Holy Spirit,
he obeyed the instructions and married
her, and became the pure spouse of Mary.
The common image of Joseph holding the
lily represents his chastity. In compliance
with the edict, he led Mary back to Beth-
lehem for the census, where Jesus was
born, and Joseph became Jesus  adop-
tive father and protector. Forty days later,
he and the Virgin Mary went to the Temple
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to present the Holy Child and met Simeon.
When an angel told him in a dream that
King Herod was plotting to kill Jesus, Jo-
seph fled with the Holy Family to Egypt
on a starry night. Later, he obeyed orders
and moved back to Nazareth. When Jesus
was twelve years old, he stayed alone in
the Temple and Joseph and Mary anxious-
ly searched for him for 3 days.

After he was found, Jesus went down
to Nazareth with them and was obedient
to them. There is no record of Joseph in
the Bible after that, and scholars agree
that he died before Jesus began his min-
istry.

Saint Joseph played an important role
in salvation history. God the Father chose
him to be the adoptive father of the Son,
and Joseph accepted and assumed the re-
sponsibility of protecting and educating
Jesus. Just as he protected the infant Je-
sus, Joseph is our guardian. Joseph is
not only the patron of families and fa-
thers, but also of all workers and the pa-
tron of the dying. He is the patron saint
of many countries, including Canada and
China. In 1870, Pope Pius IX named Saint
Joseph the Patron of the Holy Church and
entrusted him with the protection of the
universal Church.

Reflection/Imitation

The Gospel calls Joseph a righteous
man. He was indeed a man who kept the
law, had a heart of mercy and trusted in
the Lord. Imagine a man s fianc e is
pregnant with a child that is not his. What
is the usual reaction?

Shock, hurt, or even anger? Even be-
fore the truth was revealed, Joseph was
unwilling to publicly humiliate Mary and
intended to send her away quietly. He re-
spects the law and tries his best not to
make others suffer, and solves problems
in a benevolent way.

The Bible does not record any words
spoken by Joseph; it only shows that he
was a man who thought carefully and
acted quickly. He repeated the following
situation several times: ponder, received
instructions in a dream, and did what
the angel said once he woke up. Joseph
would not act rashly when he was un-
clear but when he understood God s will
- even if it went against his own origi-
nal thoughts - he would immediately obey.
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter “Patris
Corde” (Heart of a Father) says: ‘In our
lives many things happen that we do not
understand. Our first reaction is usually
disappointment or resistance, but Joseph
put aside his opinions so that the mystery
may be revealed to him, and he accepts it
with joy...The spiritual path that Joseph
presents to us is not a search for expla-
nation, but one of acceptance. Only start-
ing from this acceptance and reconcilia-
tion can we experience a greater history,
a deeper meaning.”

Prayer

The Bible does not record how Joseph
prayed. Pope John Paul |l pointed out
in the Apostolic Exhortation “Redemp-
toris Custo’ (Guardian of the Saviour)
that Joseph s actions had “the breath of
deep contemplation.”

Catechism of The Catholic Church
#2715 explains that “contemplation is
the gaze of faith with Jesus as the fo-
cus.” Joseph has been gazing at the in-
carnate Son of God since Jesus  birth.
We can also experience the presence of
the Lord in every moment of our lives by
learning contemplative prayer, living in a
state of being with God in body and mind.

May we learn from St. Joseph to follow
the path shown by God and calmly accept
things in life that we did not choose. St. Jo-

seph, pray for us.
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128318,181 8% &KRERKA Donation as of 31st

December 2023 and 1st January 2024

Regular 12/31/2023 : $10,548.65
2024 New Year Collection: $6,560.05
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Stavvenville Yeuth Confferenes
Dear Gr 8-12 youth and parents,

An amazing Youth Conference is coming and
YOU are invited to join thousands of Catholic
Youth from Canada and USA at this Steubenville
Youth Conference at the Franciscan University,
Ohio, USA on June 28-30, 2024 organized by
the Office of Catholic Youth of the Archdiocese
of Toronto.

Visit this Conference trailer: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=pqKdkLvSmPA.

You will feel the joy of worship and fellowship
with your peers and hear from the animated,
enlightening speakers about our faith.

More information can be found on their
website:https://steubenvilleconferences.com/
events/main-campus/

COST: CAD464 (included 2 nights’accommodation,
all meals on campus, transportation between
Toronto & Ohio plus 2 group T-shirts all included)
DEADLINE for registration: Jan 16, 2024 with
CADG60 deposit.

After this date, the Archdiocese cannot guarantee
a spot for us.

REGISTRATION: pleaseregister onlinevia this
linkhttps://forms.gle/uzo4XTBW72Dohhc36
Email CAD60 toedgefinance.cmcc@gmail.com,
quoting name of the youth registering.
INFORMATION NIGHT via Zoom: Jan 4 th 2024
8 -9 pm and we will provide more details with
Q&A. All youth and parents are welcome.
ENQUIRIES: Agnes Au 416-61-6988 or John Hu
647-290-5102 or emaillifeteen.cmcc@gmail.com

Come and have a life-changing experience
as you find a deeper relationship with Christ.
Bring a friend as well as you will be doing what
Jesus asks us to do - go and make disciples
and you are sharing the best in life with your
buddies.

(2 252(E) Wil icationtfonMatiage
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B3R A: Janny Cheung Jcheung@chinesemartyrs.
org

Congratulations on your engagement! Chinese
Martyrs Catholic Church is privileged to be a
part of your planning process. The following
information is presented to guide and assist you.
One should register as a member of our Parish
and attend Sunday mass at our Parish regularly.
If you decide to hold the ceremony at our Church,
Usually applies through the Parish Office one-
year before the Wedding Ceremony.

Bring along a copy of your Baptismal Certificate(s)
and specify the wedding date.

Contact to : Janny Cheung Jcheung@chinesemartyrs.
org
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B3R A: Janny Cheung Jcheung@chinesemartyrs.
org
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EAF8 A Mary : (416) 414-7092

Julie:(416) 917-3886

HR{4 : angela.wong829@icloud.com
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From November 5, 2023 until June 2024, monthly
children and youth mass will be celebrated on
first Sunday of Month, at T1Tam, immediately
following the mass; we'd like to invite all
parishioners to proceed with us to the basement
for Eucharistic Adoration.
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we: FLBEE -

RAZR B HA: 2023F 98178

REE: $40.00
FRE BB EE RS B EEENEERR
B AREFIE MREFREBEE SEUFLR
I E - BERIAMRBZINALESFNR
FRICTGHERITT o
What a blessing to walk with God, journey with
your peers and live a joyous dynamic Catholic
life! Come and experience this through EDGE
and LIFE TEEN Youth Ministries. These are
Christ-centred weekly gatherings for youth who
are seeking spiritual maturity and a deeper
relationship with God.

EDGE/EDGE+: Gr. 6-8 youth in middle school,
including Confirmation preparation for Gr. 7.
LIFE TEEN: Gr. 9-12 youth in high school.
Gathering Time: Every Sunday 10:30am
-12:30pm @ CMCC Don Bosco Hall, except
1t Sunday with Youth Mass and Eucharistic
Adoration 11:00am -12:30 pm.
Registration: On-line.
Class Start: September 17, 2023
Registration fee: $40.00
Be a witness of Christ by your active life in
Christian unity and services through participation
in weekly gatherings. God bless and hope to
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see you soon. We'll be walking together this
September.
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Sunday School will be accepting student
registrations for 2023 - 2024. First day of school
will be on Sept.10 Sunday. The purpose is to
teach our Catholic faith and to experience the
presence

of God in a warm and loving environment. We
will attend 11:00 Mass with the kids’ families.
Children between ages 5 to 11 are welcome
to join. The relevant registration form can be
downloaded from church website. Please note that
First Communion class has anotherregistration
form. Submission can be made through the church
office or email to Bridget Hon before Aug. 27.
Forthose who arein Grade 2 and are preparing
toreceive First Communion in the coming year,
please also enclose your Baptismal Certificate
when you submit the registration form. Our
class teacher will contact you before school
start. Registration fee is $30.00. If you need
furtherinformation, please contact Bridget Hon:

416-617-8486, or email: Ishon@sympatico.ca
Time schedule:

Kindergarten: 11:00 - 12:00 noon (Room 209 2/F)
Other classes : 9:30 — 10:30 am
Gr. 2 (First Communion class) :
Venue :

Gr. 1 : Room 204 ;

Gr. 2 (First Communion class) :B1 on basement
Gr.3 -4 :Room 209 ;

Gr.5 -6 :B2 on Basement.
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https://bit.lylcmccRegForm_en

People want to know more about Catholicism
and they are encouraged to bring their kids
over 4 years old to join a RCIA group. They
can apply for Baptism on Easter or the Parish
Feast Day if their progress is ready.

Information and registration form can be taken
from the Parish Office or downloaded from
the link:

https://bit.ly/cmccRegForm_en

9:30 - 10:45
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1https://www.arch'coronto.org/siteassets/bIocks/offi<:es.--minis.tries/administrative-offices/volunteer-screening/mpds---english/parish-pastoraI-council-member.pdf
% http://archive.hsscol.org.hk/Archive/database/document/P199.htm

3 https://angusreid.org/canada-religion-interfaith-holy-week/
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Dear brothers and sisters:

On this New Year’s Eve day of December 31, 2023, on behalf of the 2024-2025 Parish Pastoral Council Executive
members, | wish you all a Happy New Year! May you grow in God’s love and grace!

Executive Members

President: Kitty Chan Secretary: Jane Fan Tech Support : Peter Ho
External VP: Kamus On and Vicky Wang Internal VP: David Chan and #7455l

There are men and women among us; some are retired, working, and in school; we come from different Cantonese,
Mandarin and English ministries. We are indeed the epitome of the Chinese Martyrs’ Catholic Church community.

Vision

Our vision is "Resume our Journey, Together as One." Due to the epidemic, we have been inactive for several years; we
feel that it is time to hold our big parish events again to build our sense of community through working together.

2024 Pastoral Plan

According to the Archdiocese of Toronto, “A Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body that works with the Pastor
regarding all matters pertaining to the pastoral life of the parish. The Pastoral Council involves priests and people in
common study, focused on the resolution of the pastoral needs of the parish, in order to facilitate pastoral planning in
accordance with the universal and particular law of the Church.” !

Universal Church: Our pastor, Fr Andrew Deng, reminds us Pope Francis has designated 2024 as the Year of Prayer,
which has already begun during Advent. Let us follow the future instructions of the Archdiocese and prepare well for the
Holy Year of 2025 through prayer.

Parish needs: We are all feeling the decline in Mass attendance, especially among our younger generation. In fact, this is
an ongoing problem for the universal church. As early as 1998, Pope John Paul Il pointed out in his Apostolic Letter "Dies
Domini" that except for some young Churches, "in other parts of the world... the percentage of those attending the
"2 According to 2022 statistics from the Angus Reid Institute, in Canada, "More than two-
"3 Our parish has tried to

Sunday liturgy is strikingly low.
thirds of those who identify as Roman Catholics... say they attend church rarely or never.
address this problem. Starting from a few months ago, the children’s and youth mass has been held each month to

encourage our younger generation’s participation. We will continue to support the Pastoral Team’s effort in this regard.

The Saints: We will connect the 2024 activities together with the theme of “The Saints”. Our saints have witnessed the
Catholic faith through their words, deeds, and even their own lives. We will introduce a saint each week. On the one
hand, learning from how the saints prayed fits in the Year of Prayer. On the other hand, we hope to inspire young people
with the stories of the saints and help them cultivate Christian values. Hopefully, they will establish a personal relation
with Christ and in turn have the desire to participate in the celebration of mass and receive the Holy Communion.

Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and the saints in heaven, under the leadership of
the pastoral team and in the communion of all parishioners, may our parish grow in God’s love. Finally, we offer our
heartfelt blessings: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)

Kitty Chan

President of 2024-2025 Parish Pastoral Council

Vigil of Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
https://www.archtoronto.org/siteassets/blocks/offices--ministries/administrative-offices/volunteer-screening/mpds-—-english/parish-pastoral-council-member.pdf

? https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_05071998_dies-domini.html
® https://angusreid.org/canada-religion-interfaith-holy-week/
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Tom Miao
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com - Angela Wong
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Parish 905-305-1339 68
Office Eric
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Church Information

F{EFIE
Pastor
R firsL CSJB
Rev. Andrew Jianwei Deng

frdeng@chinesemartyrs.org
Cell : 416-418-7333
(B—K{E& Mon. off)

BpIEE)E
Associate Pastors
Hir#E#4 CSJB
Rev. John Li Zu Gan
frjiohngan@gmail.com
Cell : 647-990-0990
(B HR{R Thu. off)
R 4EH AL CSJB
Rev. Michael Hu

frmichaelhu@gmail.com
Cell : 437-218-3388

(BFAAE Fri. off)

HEEEX
Sister

EEE#EL OP.
Sister Alberta Guihui Zhan
zhanalberta@163.com
(R:905-471-0743 )
(BREYKE Fri. off)

WREE
Rectory
68 Chatelaine Drive
Markham, Ontario L3S 4T2
905-554-1398
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e

cmcc@chinesemartyrs.org
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