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Dear young people,

The Church, through her servants, invites you to deepen your missionary vocation by constantly listening to
the word of Jesus who walks with you. Therefore, Pope Francis urged you, in his message, to embrace your
vocation as "pilgrims of hope".

Pilgrimage is a spiritual journey toward God. This journey toward God is not just a religious devotion reserved
for the pious. It is addressed to all young people who open their hearts and minds to God’s work and are ready
to undertake a spiritual journey.

God can reveal Himself to you anywhere and in any circumstance. The challenge is to recognize his voice and
listen attentively.

Our world has become noisy with all kinds of destructive voices. These v01ces vie for our attention, preventing
us from listening to the voice of our Shepherd. True listening requires that we unite our minds and hearts. To
listen more deeply, we must learn to be silent with patience and perseverance. You are invited to continually
return to the Gospels, to read them, to meditate on them, and to allow the Word of God to penetrate deeply
into your life, so that you may hear His voice more cleatly.

This year marks a century of missionary sending of the first missionaries of our Society. The missionary
pilgrimage of the members of our missionary society began 100 years ago. The first missionaries, who heard the
voice calling them, arrived in Manchuria in 1925. They did so listen to the voice that told them to proclaim the
Good News to all creation (Mark 16: 15). The same voice is within each of you, inviting you to follow His will.
God is patient and kind. He knows that you are still learning to recognize His voice at these stages of your life.
Despite uncertainties and destructions, you can always return to Him, express your deepest desires, and seek
proper spiritual accompaniment. When you take the necessary time to discern deeply, the Lord will give you
thenecessary grace to embark on your pilgrimage with confidence and hope.
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Pope Francis, at the official opening of the Jubilee Year, stressed on the word hope at the heart of his message.
For Pope Francis, we all have in our hearts the hope that allows us to maintain the desire to expect good things
even if we are faced with an uncertain future. So, have the courage to undertake the pilgrimage of hope,
convinced that you are not alone. Jesus will accompany you in your journey and your discernment. We hope
this special issue of Missions Etrangeres will help you to discern your missionary vocation.

Concluding with the words of Pope Francis, may "the Jubilee be an opportunity for you to renew yourselves
in hope. May the Word of God help you find the reasons for this hope" and realize your deepest desires and

dreams.
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Ergete Tesfaye, p.m.e.

General Superior
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